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RULES OF ENGAGEMENT

NO SIDE BAR 
CONVERSATIONS

EQUITY OF VOICE
PRESUME 

POSITIVE INTENT
BE OPEN TO 
DIFFERENCE



SESSION OBJECTIVES
By the end of the session participants will:

• Identify experiences that have 
contributed to how they self -identify

• Become more aware of how their 
identity may impact student 
engagement

• Identify strategies that can be used to 
effectively interact, engage, and 
empower students



How do you self -identify? 
Include as much information as you 

can from the following categories:

• Family Background

• Race/Ethnicity

• Socioeconomic Status

• Sexual Orientation

• Gender

• Religion

• Ability/Disability Status

• Language Background



CRITICAL REFLECTION

De scrib e  t h e  e xp e rie n ce s t h a t  h a ve  sh a p e d  
yo u r cu rre n t  id e n t it y. 

Did  a n y b ia se s o r a ssu m p t io n s e m e rg e  fro m  
yo u r re fle c t io n ?

Co n sid e r h o w  yo u r cu rre n t  id e n t it y m a y 
im p a c t  st u d e n t  e n g a g e m e n t .

Wh y sh o u ld  t h e se  b ia se s o r a ssu m p t io n s b e  
ch a lle n g e d ?



WHY DOES THIS MATTER?



WHAT IS INCLUSIVE PEDAGOGY
At t it u d e s a n d  b e h a vio rs w h ich  com m u n ica t e  t o  

st u d e n t s t h a t  you  w e lcom e  t h e m  t o  t h e  cou rse  a n d  
re g a rd  t h e m  a s ca p a b le  m e m b e rs o f a  le a rn in g  
com m u n it y, w it h  st ron g  p o t e n t ia l t o  su cce e d .

https://www.whitworth.edu/cms/media/whitworth/documents/administration/diversity-equity--inclusion/engagingdiversityinteachinglearning.pdf



How can we engage 
st u d e n t s w h o  a re  “vic t im s” 
o f ou r b ia se s/a ssu m p t ion s?



• Acknowledge our biases/assumptions and WORK to conscientiously 
develop a more positive view of students

• Get to know your students

• Adopt a non -deficit perspective (move from deficit to asset)

• Teach with a Growth Mindset

Engagement Strategies



• Model and acknowledge respectful interactions and language

• Ingrain acknowledgement, acceptance, and celebration of students’ 
voices and experiences in the classroom

• Provide spaces for students to discuss real -world issues

• Seek meaningful learning experiences beyond the walls of the classroom

Engagement Strategies cont’d
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COMMITMENT STATEMENTS



QUESTIONS?



Dr. Kalisha Waldon
waldonk@palmbeachstate.edu

561-862-4712

Dr. Rhonda Trust-Schwartz
trustscr@palmbeachstate.edu

561-862-4433
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