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COP Legislative Priorities



Budget Side-by-Side



Substantive Bills

• SB 72: Civil Liability for Damages Relating to COVID-19 

• Senator Jeff  Brandes

• Signed by the Governor on March 29, 2021

• Helps protect colleges from being sued due to COVID-19

• SB 86: Student Financial Aid

• Senator Dennis Baxley

• Passed on the Senate Floor on 04/08/2021

• Requires SBE to identify and publish a lists of  career certificates and undergraduate 

programs that do not lead directly to employment.

• SB 52/HB 281: Postsecondary Education

• Senator Ray Rodrigues and Representative Wyman Duggan

• Passed in the Senate (26/14) on March 25. 

• Headed to its final committee stop in the House. 

• Creates a Dual Enrollment Scholarship for summer and homeschooled/private 

school students. Creates a tuition and fee waiver for children who have been in DCF 

custody. 

• $33,831,445 currently in the Senate budget for the Dual Enrollment Scholarship.



Substantive Bills

• SB 220/HB 997: Postsecondary Education Executive Search

• Senator Jeff  Brandes and Representative Sam Garrison

• House: Placed on Calendar, 2nd Reading

• Senate: Final Committee Stop 

• Provides exemption from public records requirements for personal identifying 

information of  applicants for president of  a FCS institution

• SB 758/HB 573: Fiduciary Duty of  Care for Appointed Public Officials and 

Executive Officers 

• Senator Manny Diaz and Representative Mike Beltran

• Senate: Final Committee Stop

• House: Final Committee Stop 

• Requires board governance training for public officials & executive officers

• HB 51/SB 1028: Charter Schools

• Senator Travis Hutson and Representative Stan McClain

• Senate: Final Committee Stop

• House: Final Committee Stop 

• Allows colleges to sponsor a charter school without having to go through school 

board approval



Substantive Bills

• HB 1507: Workforce Related Programs and Services 

• Representative Clay Yarborough

• Headed to the Floor

• Creates the Open Door Workforce Grant Program

• Creates the Money Back Guarantee Program

• Creates a new workforce performance funding model 

• Tasks the Florida Talent Development Council with studying and reporting on the 

health care industry, starting with nursing.

• Tasks the CareerSource state board to appoint a Credentials Review Committee to 

identify degree and nondegree credentials of  value

• $20,000,000 currently in the House budget for the Open Door Workforce Grant 

Program

• SB 1436/HB 847: Florida Postsecondary Academic Library Network

• Senator Joe Gruters and Representative Cord Byrd

• In the House and Senate budget for $9,076,322

• Retains the Complete Florida Plus program that was previously vetoed.


